L.O. Use expanded noun phrases and powerful verbs to show (not tell).
At that moment, from outside in the courtyard, came the clatter of horses’ hooves on the cobbles.  The doors of the hall flew open, and before I had time to call for them to be closed, a giant of a man rode in on a towering warhorse that pawed the ground, sides lathered up, tossing its fine head, snorting its fury.  The man swept the hall with terrible eyes, wolfish eyes that froze the courage in a man’s veins, eyes you could not hold with your own.
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