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L.O. Develop setting details in sentences of three.
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Re-cap of last lesson - Features of the toolkit 

Including details in sentences of three 

Sentence practice
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Use figurative language - personification, metaphor and simile

Pick out unusual details to bring the setting/characters alive

Use detailed sentences of three to describe what can be seen, heard or touched

Show the setting through the eyes of the characters - what do they see or do?

Use pathetic fallacy - the technique of reflecting the mood of the scene or 
character in the weather or surroundings

Use the setting to influence the characters - how does it make them feel?

Writer's toolkit for creating a setting
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L.O. Develop setting details in sentences of three.
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L.O. Develop setting details in sentences of three.

Up ahead, brambles choked the stony tracks, an old shopping trolley lay 
discarded and empty crisp packets were pinned to the thorny hedge.

Sparks flew, the pylon shuddered and, as if in slow motion, it crashed down 
towards the caravan roof.
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What can you see?
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What can you see?

nouns

lighthouse

waves

clouds
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What can you see?

nounsadjectives

lighthouse

towering/foaming

dark/menacing

single/lone

waves

clouds
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What can you see?

nounsadjectives verbs

lighthouse

towering/foaming

dark/menacing

single/lone

crashed/thundered

rolled/loomed/
gathered

waves

clouds

stood
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What can you see?

nounsadjectives verbs

lighthouse

towering/foaming

dark/menacing

single/lone

crashed/thundered

rolled/loomed/
gathered

waves

clouds

stood

Towering waves thundered against the rocks, menacing clouds gathered and in the 
distance stood a single lighthouse.
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Towering waves thundered against the rocks, menacing clouds gathered and in the 
distance stood a single lighthouse.

Descriptive clause number 1 Descriptive clause number 2

Descriptive clause number 3

This is essentially a list of three clauses, with a comma and a final 'and'.  All three
clauses are main clauses (they can stand on their own and make sense).  They could have
been linked with an adverbial and a preposition, like this:
As towering waves thundered against the rocks, menacing clouds gathered over the single
lighthouse.
However, using the list format, enables the author to guide the reader towards the last
item in the list; in this case, the reader is left thinking about the lighthouse, and what or
who might be in it.  Swapping the list around has different effects.  Try it and see what
happens...
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1.  Start with the nouns - what you see (or hear)

2.  Then think of adjectives to describe the nouns

3. Finally, consider what those nouns could be doing

Once you have three complete rows, construct your sentence of three for the scene you 
have chosen.  Remember to try out different list orders - what is it that you want your 
reader to focus on last?  Will you gradually zoom in to a small detail, or pull back to focus 
on something much bigger?

L.O. Develop setting details in sentences of three.



16



17


