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The Romantic period was a reaction against the development seen 
during the Renaissance, Baroque and Classical periods. The French 
and American Revolution had rocked high society and royalty 
throughout Europe.

•Romanticism glorified all the past and nature, preferring the 
medieval rather than the classical. And had a major impact on 
historical interpretations, education and the natural sciences.

•The movement emphasized intense emotion such as 
apprehension, horror and terror, and awe.

Romantic
1820 – 1900



1837 – Queen Victoria begins her reign.
1840 – Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky is born (enjoy the canons!)
1876 – Alexander Graham Bell invents the telephone.
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The Romantic Period.

Look through the timeline and listen to the 1812 Overture. 
Listen to the beginning. From 7m30 – 8m30 and identify the Medieval themes. Then from 12:30 to the end.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbxgYlcNxE8


The Romantic Period.

Look through the musical elements hand out. 

Talk through each of the musical elements.

Listen again to Piotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 1812 Overture. 
Listen to the beginning. From 7m30 – 8m30 and identify the Medieval themes. Then from 12:30 to the end.

With you partner discuss the way each element is used within the music –
share ideas with the class.

Finally, The Romantic Period aimed to evoke intense emotion such as 
apprehension, horror and terror, and awe.

Do you think this piece achieves this goal? 
Discuss your ideas with your partner. Then share your thoughts with the 
class.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbxgYlcNxE8





