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L.O. Read, listen to and perform poetry.
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This week, we will be reading, listening to, performing and writing our own 
poetry.  During the week, we will compare the work of different poets, including 
Valerie Bloom, Brian Moses, Simon Mole and James Berry.  We'll be reading and 
performing their poetry, and then writing some of our own.

An understanding of pattern, rhythm and rhyme will be important this week.  
Can you discuss with your partner what each of these words mean?
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Let's start with the poet Brian Moses. He was 
born in 1950, mainly writes for children, has over 
200 published works and is well known as a 
children's poet. His poetry books and anthologies 
for Macmillan have sold in excess of 1 million 
copies. Brian was asked by CBBC to write a poem 
for the Queen's 80th birthday.

On the next page is the poem Walking with my Iguana.  Read it once, then read 
it again, this time looking for patterns, rhythms and rhymes
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How do you think it should be read aloud? 

Practise reading your own copy with your partner.

Any volunteers to perform it to the class?
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Now listen to Brian Moses reading 
it - does it surprise you?

How does he get his rhythm?

How does he use his vocal 
expression to make it an 
interesting performance?

The poem is written in the first person - how does Brian 'become' the 
character?  Is it similar to acting?

Have another go at reading the poem aloud - will you make any changes to 
your performance?  Any volunteers?
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Now for something a little different.  Let's read 'Sandwich' by Valerie Bloom 
on the next few screens.  As we read, think about the following:

Is there a rhythm to the poem?

What about the rhyming pattern?

What do you notice about the language? 
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How does the language affect the way we read it? Where might 
the poet come from? Can you work out what all the words are?
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Have we changed our minds about the language?  What extra clues do we have now?
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This informal use of 
words, specific to a place 
is also known as 'patois'.   

What is the patois known 
as for our own region?

What part of the World 
do you think Valerie Bloom 
comes from?
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Listen to Valerie read the poem 
herself.  Does it make the poem 
easier to understand?



Aut1'21Poetry1reading & performing.notebook

16

October 04, 2021

Performance time again!  Spend a little while practising any 
three verses of the poem with your partner, to read to the 
class together.

How will you read it? Together at the same time? A verse 
each? Two or three lines each? What about expression?

Before we start, here are some tips from Valerie about 
performing poetry... 

... can we create a performance toolkit?
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