L.O. Use symbols to help remember a text

You will have already seen the model text, ‘A New
Beginning'; today, we will be learning it (or at least part
of it), so we can use words and phrases in our own writing
later on. You will need a pencil and paper, as well as a
copy (printed or just on the screen) of the text - there's
one on the next page. Read through it again first.



A New Beginning

It seemed as if Jim had only just gone to sleep when
he was kicked awake again. Grimy Nick, yawning and
coughing, pulled him to his feet.

“Move!” he shouted. “Tide’s turning!”

Jim staggered up. A fluttering of excitement lit up like
a small candle flame inside him. It was time for them
to move downstream.

Nick stood with his long oar dipping into the water
and guided the Lily out, and along with her came a
flock of barges and sailing boats. The watermen
shouted abuse at each other, all racing to find work
first. To Jim the Lily was like a water bird edging her
quiet way along the brown river. Even Nick’s swearing
and whistling didn’t take away from him the
excitement he was feeling.

He looked back and saw the city, with its black pall of
smoke hung over it, and he saw the arms of the
bridges looping across it, and the slow traffic of
sailing boats like dark swans. He heard the sheesh! of
water against the sides of the Lily, and the steady
plash! plash! of Nick’s long oar and above him, the
heckling of gulls. Nothing, not all the misery of the
last year, not the pain of the last two days, not his
fear of Grimy Nick and Snipe, could take away from
him the thrill of the journey. It felt like a new
beginning.

Extract taken from ‘Street Child’ (Berlie Doherty)



Story Mapping

Can you think of some symbols for key ideas/phrases/nouns/verbs? Which vocabulary do
you like the best? Which phrases show what the characters are like?

On your paper or in your book, use your symbols/pictures to represent each sentence.

Remember that you don't need to represent every single word - just enough to jog your

memory.

Wg, pulled him to his feet. \@

A New Beginning &

It seemed as if Jim had only just gone to sleep when
he was kicked awake again. Grimy Nick, yawning and

“Move!” he shouted. “Tide’s turning!” === )

Jim staggered up. A fluttering of excitement lit up like
a small candle flame inside him. It was time for them
to move downstream.

Nick stood with his long oar dipping into the water
and guided the Lily out, and along with her came a
flock of barges and sailing boats. The watermen
shouted abuse at each other, all racing to find work
first. To Jim the Lily was like a water bird edging her
quiet way along the brown river. Even Nick’s swearing
and whistling didn’t take away from him the
excitement he was feeling.

Try using your story map to
re-tell the text to someone.
You might need to practise a
few times first, and don't
worry if you struggle to map
the whole text - just choose
a section or two.



