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Lesson 3

L.O: To create and answer my own question 
using a graph. 
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http://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/schoolswatch/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/discoverandenjoynature/discoverandlearn/schoolswatch/
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Every year in January
and February, the RSPB
asks children across
the UK to count
the birds in their 
school grounds.
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Why do you think the RSPB asks
for your help counting birds?



lead   ▪ learn   ▪ protect   ▪ engage           www.somersetelim.org 

...create a “picture” of how birds are 
doing across the UK.

If everyone sees a lot of birds during 
the Big Schools’ Birdwatch, we know 
that the bird population 
is healthy. And that tells us that 
the rest of our wildlife is probably 
doing ok too.
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...collect birdwatching data from 
all around the UK, including 
which birds are
seen the most.

We can compare this to
what we found out in last year’s 
Big Schools’
Birdwatch, and
see if anything
has changed.
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...work out what birds are in trouble, and
then do work to help them.

Birdwatch results, and other 
studies of birds, showed us that 
house sparrow numbers dropped 
in the UK between1977 and 2008. 
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...and the blackbird, starling and house sparrow topped the charts as the 
three most spotted species of birds across the UK!

http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/b/blackbird/index.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/s/starling/index.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/h/housesparrow/index.aspx
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Look at the size and 
shape of their beak.

What colour
are

their 
feathers?

What are their 
legs and feet like?

What size and shape
is the bird?

Listen to, and 
try to 

remember 
their song.

There are things that will help you work out what bird you are looking at.
You can identify them from how they look.

http://www.rspb.org.uk/youth/learn/adaptation/legwork/index.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/youth/learn/adaptation/legwork/feet.aspx
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http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/b/blackbird/index.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/b/blackbird/index.aspx
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http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/c/chaffinch/index.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/c/chaffinch/index.aspx
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http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/r/robin/index.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/r/robin/index.aspx
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http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/g/greattit/index.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/g/greattit/index.aspx
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http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/g/greenfinch/index.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/g/greenfinch/index.aspx
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http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/m/mallard/index.aspx
http://www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdguide/name/m/mallard/index.aspx
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Using the data we collect about the different types of 
birds, what question could we investigate?

On a post-it note, with your partner, 
Can you write a question we could investigate using the 
data we collect about birds.
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Let’s look at the questions we came up with and decide 
which ones we could collect data for to answer.

Think- Is that going to be possible to answer from the 
data we collect at school.
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Let’s look at the RSPB database again and 
think about what questions we can answer 

from this data.

RSPB – Find a bird

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/
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Which one question shall we investigate as a class by collecting 
data from the birds we see in our school grounds?

We’re going to go outside with our collection 
sheets and see if we can spot any of these 
birds.

Let’s use a tally method to record the 
numbers.
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