
 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

Happy New Year to you all. 
 

I hope everyone had a lovely Christmas holiday, where you had the opportunity to spend quality time with family and friends. 
 

I am really sorry about the lack of news bulletins towards the end of the autumn term.  Unfortunately Mrs McKie was quite poorly for 

the final three weeks of the term and we always rely upon her to produce the marvellous bulletins.  Thankfully she is now recovered 

and is back with us again. 
 

Hopefully in the absence of the bulletin, the class pages on the website highlighted the events of the last 3 weeks of the autumn 

term; what splendid and fun-packed weeks they were. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am delighted to announce that Daniel Shevill has now started working at Emmaville as the school’s Site Manager.  It is great to 

welcome Dan to the Emmaville Team, or should I say ‘Team Emmaville’, he is a welcome addition to our school. 

 

Included in this week’s bulletin are the Writers of the Month (for the month of December).  I have also selected four pieces of 

writing to be included too.  Congratulations to the following children for being selected by their teachers to have their work displayed 

on the ‘Writer of the Month’ board. 

EYFS:  Gateshead – Joseph & Leah.  Newcastle – Millie and Drew.   

KS1:  Edinburgh - Archie and Ella.  Glasgow – Ellie and Sam.  Cape Town – Reilly and Rose.  Vienna – Sophie and Finn.   

LKS2:  Jerusalem – Sam and Athena.  Kuala Lumpur – Harvey and Leo.  Moscow – Sophie and Charlie. 

UKS2:  New York – Isla and Martha.  Rio – Joseph and Matilda.  Toronto:  Matthew and Dylan. 
 

We have attached this term’s topic webs for the first half-term; please note that both Y1 and Y3/4 topic webs are for the term and  

the Y3/4 children will also be preparing for their Easter production. 
 

You will be aware that we welcome many teaching students to our school where they can complete their placements.  We work with 

Gateshead SCITT, Sacred Heart SCITT, Northumbria University, Durham University and St. John’s University in York. 

During the spring and summer terms there will be a number of students in school.  One of the students will be accompanied by a 

medical detection dog called, Merlin.  Merlin is a highly trained dog and he will be with the student at all times.  Although Emmaville 

has a policy of no dogs on the school premises, I am sure you will agree that this is an exceptional circumstance. 
 

We are all looking forward to the term ahead, plans and dates are in the process of being finalised and there is little doubt that it will 

be action packed. 
 

Avril Armstrong. 
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WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: Friday 11th January ‘19 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a cold, frosty night.  Erin was 

lying in her bedroom.  Erin started to 

feel a weird feeling.  Suddenly the room 

started getting colder and colder.  A 

billowing sound became louder and 

louder.  Erin new something strange was 

going on.  Nervously she turned around.  

Towering over her was a ginormous 

magnetic monster with teeth as sharp as 

crocodile teeth, hands as long as spider’s 

legs. 

 

Sophie (Moscow) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once upon a time there was a little girl called 

Poppy who lived with her poor old moter.  One day 

she helped a old lady carry her bags home so the 

kind old lady gave her a magic porige pot.   

Poppy ran home and showd her mother.  Poppy said 

the words cook little pot cook.  Soon the pot was 

full of hot sweet porige then she said stop little 

pot stop.  Then the pot stopped.  One day she was 

visiting her grandmar when her mother felt 

hungry.  Cook little pot cook soon the pot was full 

of hot porige as boiling as soop.  

 

Sam (Glasgow) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How the First World War started 
 

Many people think the cause of the First World War was the assassination 

of Archduke Ferdinand.  However, this was only the trigger that caused the 

devastation of the First World War.  It was a series of unfortunate events 

that were the main reasons behind the War. 
 

Alliances 

When an alliance is signed, the two countries are known as allies.  The 

reasons behind this is when one country is in trouble, the other has to come 

and help.  One of the two main alliances were the ‘triple alliance’, which was 

made in 1882.  Then 25 years later, Great Britain, France and Russia 

responded with the ‘triple entente’ in 1907.  They responded to this because 

Germany, Austria-Hungry and Italy were allies and at the time Briton had no 

allies, they had a big empire but no allies.  However, this was not the only 

cause that started the War. 
 

Arms race 

In Britain, a new warship had been made.  Actually, it was the best warship in 

the world!  It was called “Dreadnaught”: Dread means, “to fear” and nought 

means “nothing” which meant the British feared nothing.  It was only a year 

before the triple entente was made.  But when the Dreadnought was made it 

lead to an Arms race, which means when two countries have a race to the 

best weapons, warships and armies but when the Dreadnaught was made 

other countries started copying the warship and one of the countries was 

Germany.  Briton did not like how they were copying them, so they started an 

arms race. 
 

All over Europe there were lots of anger and fear because of Alliances and 

arms races.  This means that when Archduke Ferdinand was assassinated, 

Austria-Hungry (where Archduke Ferdinand lived); a month later they 

declared war on Serbia.  Which at the time Russia was very friendly with so 

they stepped in.  Which triggered the devastating series of unfortunate 

events. 

 

Matthew (Toronto) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drew (Newcastle) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Attendance 

Week Ending 21.12.18 
 

Year 5/6  

New York  93.2% 

Rio   94.3% 

Toronto   96.7% 

Year 3/4 

Jerusalem  98.7% 

Kuala Lumpur  84.7%  

Moscow   94.7% 

Year 2 

Cape Town  98.7% 

Vienna   98.0% 

Year 1 

Edinburgh  94.8% 

Glasgow   94.5% 

EYFS 

Gateshead  93.0%  

Newcastle  86.7% 

Crawcrook   91.8% 
 

Well done to Jerusalem and Cape Town 

for the best attendance last week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 7th January, 2019 

Dear Parent / Carer, 

The Young Mathematical Story Author (YMSA) Competition 2018/19 

Happy New Year! We have decided to start 2019 by encouraging our 

young mathematicians to enter the above competition.  The YMSA is an 

international competition set up to encourage young mathematics 

learners (8-13 years) from around the world to embed their 

mathematics learning in a meaningful and engaging context through 

creating their own mathematical story picture book. The competition is 

organised by MathsThroughStories.org, there are 2 categories and the 

winner of each of the two categories will receive an award of £100, plus 

£100 for their school.  The winner will also have their story featured on 

the MathsThroughStories website. 

We have been looking at some examples of Mathematical stories with 

the children today; however, there are hundreds to see at 

mathsthroughstories.org, where you can also see the judging criteria and 

tips and hints for successful story writing. We hope that some of the 

stories may have given the children some ideas to help them to come up 

with their own maths story.  It would be fantastic if you could discuss 

this with them and encourage them if needed.  Their maths story should 

be aimed at primary school children, so try to remind the children that 

they will be writing for a younger audience. 

I am attaching a planning sheet to the back of this letter for your child 

to jot down some of their ideas for a maths story (we can help them 

develop them in school if they need assistance). 

Thank you for your support, 

Maggie McKenna Kit Saddington Jess Woolard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole school 

attendance 

93.9% 


