
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

• Since the time of Jesus many Christians went to 

Jerusalem because they wanted to actually walk in the 

places where Jesus walked. In particular, the pilgrims 

wanted to walk the street where Jesus carried his 

cross on the way to be crucified. It is called the Via 

Dolorosa, the way of pain. 

• During the journey it became the custom to stop at 

certain places along the route ("stations") to 

remember what had happened there.



STATIONS OF THE CROSS

• In 1342 the Franciscan monks took over the care of many 

Christian shrines in the Holy Land. They also started to 

build shrines with "stations" of the cross in Europe where 

pilgrims could go to remember Jesus' suffering and death 

without having to travel the long journey to the Holy Land.

• In time most Catholic (and many Anglican) churches came 

to have 14 "stations" of the cross around or within their 

church building where people could walk the route, and 

pause to stop, pray and think at each.

• These are often central to services on Good Friday and 

Holy week



STATIONS OF THE CROSS

• In groups (of 2 or 3), create 

one representation of each 

station.

• You can do it however you 

want.

https://request.org.uk/festivals/holy-week-and-easter/stations-of-the-cross/


WHAT DOES GOOD FRIDAY MEAN TO CHRISTIANS?

• Why is Jesus’ death so significant 

to Christians?

• What are the key points for his 

faith?

• What do you think of his 

explanation that something so 

bad for Jesus can be seen as 

anything ‘good’ by Christians?

https://request.org.uk/issues/god-the-world-and-stuff-the-cross/

