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L.O. Develop note-taking skills to gather information from research.
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The Animal Soldiers of World War One

Let's re-tell the whole piece of text, using only the symbols from our story map.  How 
much of it can you remember, without looking at the map?
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Now that we are very familiar with the text we can look at the layout and language
choices; it's time to 'box up' the text, so we can learn how to organise our information 
well too.

Starting with the first paragraph, what purpose(s) does this section have?  What is the 
intended effect on the reader? Have a quick discussion with your partner and share your 
ideas with the class.

Now think about what techniques the author has used, the 'bare bones' of the paragraph.  
What elements from our writer's toolkit has the author used in this paragraph?  Share 
your ideas with the class.
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The main body of the text is quite different to the introduction; this is where 
the toolkit comes into play.

With your partner, decide on the parts of the writer's toolkit that have been 
used in each section.  Each time you find a feature, try to identify the effect
it has on the reader.   In other words, what's the point? Why did the author 
choose the feature?

Share your ideas with the class.
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How do our shared ideas compare with the box-up sheet ?
1 2 3

4
5
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We will be writing our own reports about the animals of World War One, but before we 
do, we need to become experts about the subject.  This requires some research, and 
for this to be successful, we need to use note-taking effectively.  

Note-taking is not copying everything you read; it's not about writing full sentences; 
and it doesn't even involve always using whole words.

Taking notes is a skill that starts with reading a source text fully, in order to 
understand it.  You should then skim through again to find the parts you want to 
extract, the parts you think that your reader will find interesting.

L.O. Develop note-taking skills to gather information from research.
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When you have found an interesting fact, you need to record it in a way that 
is easy for you to retrieve the information quickly.  Here are some tips:

1. Use bullet points for each piece of information, so you can find them 
easily 

2. Don't use full sentences - miss out any unnecessary words e.g. the, a, are
3. Use quick symbols to represent words where you can e.g.

4. Use abbreviations (shortened words)  e.g. info.  WW1 16 mil.
+ could stand for and @ for at for means that or as a result
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Here's an example:

The muddy ground made it very difficult for horses, so they were used for 
transportation instead.

muddy ground v. difficult 4 horses  - used 4 transportation

key vocabulary, spelt correctly

symbolsymbol abbreviation
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Time to find out about some animals 
that did their bit in the First World 
War.  Choose any two, or three, and 
make notes in your book.  Remember 
- what do you think your reader will 
find interesting?



10

1. Use bullet points for each piece of information, so you can find them 
easily 

2. Don't use full sentences - miss out any unnecessary words e.g. the, a, are
3. Use quick symbols to represent words where you can e.g.

4. Use abbreviations (shortened words)  e.g. info.  WW1 16 mil.
+ could stand for and @ for at for means that or as a result
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