
L7 ­ To develop dialogue.notebook January 09, 2022

We have been exploring characterisation in writing.

What techniques can an author use to show a character's 
personality and mood?

- direct characterisation

- dialogue

- actions/reactions

- expression

- inner thoughts

- appearance

- provide information about their background
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Last lesson we collected examples of 
characterisation from Matilda.

What examples can you remember?
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LO: To write dialogue as direct speech with accurate 
punctuation

Amanda stuttered, "My m-m-mummy likes them. She p-p-plaits them for 
me every morning." 

"Your mummy's a twit!" the Trunchbull bellowed.

 

“Coat Charles!” his mother barked, “Get it. Now. It‛s time for your walk. 
And Victoria my lovely, please come along.”

What is the same and different about these three 
examples of dialogue?
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Example 1

Amanda stuttered, "My m-m-mummy likes them. She p-p-plaits them 
for me every morning." 

REPORTING CLAUSE + SPEECH

Amanda stuttered, "My m-m-mummy likes them. She p-p-plaits them 
for me every morning." 

Comma after the reporting clause

Speech marks around the spoken words

Punctuation (! - ? - .) at the end of the speech (within the speech 
marks)
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Example 1 check

Sam said, "You'll never guess what I've just seen."

Louise asked, "What's that?"

Replied Sam, "Our teacher has a broomstick and a black 
pointy hat in the back of her car. I think she's a witch!" 
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Example 2

"Your mummy's a twit!" the Trunchbull bellowed.

SPEECH + REPORTING CLAUSE

"Your mummy's a twit!" the Trunchbull bellowed.

Speech marks around the spoken words

Punctuation (! - ? - ,) at the end of the speech (within the speech 
marks) - No full stop

Full stop after the reporting clause
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Example 2 check

"You'll never guess what I've just seen," said Sam.

"What's that?" asked Louise.

"Our teacher has a broomstick and a black pointy hat 
in the back of her car. I think she's a witch!" replied 
Sam. 
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Example 3

“Coat Charles!” his mother barked, “Get it. Now. It‛s time for your 
walk. And Victoria my lovely, please come along.”

SPEECH + REPORTING CLAUSE + SPEECH

“Coat Charles!” his mother barked, “Get it. Now. It‛s time for your 
walk. And Victoria my lovely, please come along.”

Speech marks around the spoken words

Punctuation (! - ? - ,) at the end of the first speech (within the speech 
marks) - No full stop

Full stop or comma after the reporting clause before the second 
piece of speech



L7 ­ To develop dialogue.notebook January 09, 2022

Example 3 check

"You'll never guess what I've just seen," said Sam. 
"Never!"

"No guesses mate!" Louise replied, "Just tell me!"

"Okay," he grumbled. "Our teacher has a broomstick 
and a black pointy hat in the back of her car. I think 
she's a witch." 
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I want those filthy pigtails off before you come 
back to school tomorrow!

How could you write this as direct speech?

What will you include in the speech marks?

What reporting (said) verb could you use?

Which method of direct speech will you use (1, 2 or 3?)

What punctuation do you need?
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Example 1

Trunchbull screamed, "I want those filthy pigtails off 
before you come back to school tomorrow!"

Example 2

"I want those filthy pigtails off before you come back to 
school tomorrow!" Trunchbull screamed.

Example 3

"I want those filthy pigtails off," Trunchbull screamed, 
"before you come back to school tomorrow!" 
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My m-m-mummy thinks I look lovely, Miss T-T-
Trunchbull.

How could you write this as direct speech?

What will you include in the speech marks?

What reporting (said) verb could you use?

Which method of direct speech will you use (1, 2 or 3?)

What punctuation do you need?
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Example 1

Amanda stuttered, "My m-m-mummy thinks I look lovely, 
Miss T-T-Trunchbull."

Example 2

"My m-m-mummy thinks I look lovely, Miss T-T-
Trunchbull," Amanda stuttered.

Example 3

"My m-m-mummy," Amanda stuttered, "thinks I look 
lovely, Miss T-T-Trunchbull." 
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Bruce Bogtrotter. I hear you like a certain cake. 

It's hard for me to 
remember a specific 
cake.

No, not really. 

I'm thinking of a particular 
kind of cake that belonged 
to ..... ME!
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LO: To write dialogue as direct speech with accurate 
punctuation

Using the dialogue between Miss Trunchbull and 
Brucebogtrotter. Write direct speech for their 
conversation.

Start a new line for each new speaker.

Try to use all three types of direct speech that we have 
learnt about. 
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